Other Recreational Opportunities in
Hubbard County:

1935

Forest Landscape:

The forest lies almost entirely on the
central ridge, a terminal moraine in east-central Hubbard
County. Many tiny ponds and bogs are intersperced among this
rough and hilly land.

A guide to recreational opportunities
in Minnesota state forests

wildlife habitat improvement, and recreational development
occur in the forest. The DNR also protects the forest and
surrounding areas from wildfires.

includes

recreational trails

Over the years, the Minnesota Legislature enlarged the original
forest reserve of nearly 30,000 acres to its present size of 105,000
acres. Most of the land, 85,000 acres, is managed by the DNR
and Hubbard County.

Hubbard County
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Severe, successive fires
between 1913 and 1926 wiped out most pine regeneration, which
led to the establishment of aspen. Today the forest is 82 percent
aspen, 10 percent red and white pine with some jack pine, and
8 percent other hardwood species such as oak, maple, and ash.
Since the forest at one time supported white pine that was second
to none in the region, DNR foresters have worked hard to advance
white pine regeneration in the area. For example, over the past
20 years, mature aspen has been harvested on 1,940 acres of the
forest that contained white pine seedlings and saplings. This
released the young white pine so they could grow in full
sunlight. This successful and unique management activity is
planned for another 870 of the forests acres in the next decade.

abound, including miles of hiking and bicycle trails, and in
winter, ski, snowshoe, and snowmobile trails. Lake Itasca and
other lakes offer fishing, swimming, and boating. There are
numerous campsites available as well as cabins and the Douglas
Lodge. The Mississippi Rivera designated canoe and boating
routebegins here and flows through the northwest corner of
Hubbard County.

Soaring Eagle Ski Trails:

Firearms, deer stands:
Firearms must be unloaded and cased and bows must be
unstrung and cased while in or within 200 feet of a forest
recreation area (campground, day-use area, etc.). The only
exception is during an open hunting season when a person
may carry an uncased and unloaded firearm or strung bow
to hunt outside of the recreation area.

Twelve kilometers of ski trails
are located 8 miles north of Park Rapids off U.S. Highway 71.
The Itascatur Bike, Ski, and Run Club owns the Nordic Center
and maintains the trails for public use. For a printable map of
the trails, go to www.parkrapids.com/winter_xc.htm.

Temporary and portable deer stands are allowed in state
forests.
For more information on hunting and trapping, go to:

North Country National Scenic Trail:

Areas with Limitation:

When
completed, this hiking trail will traverse seven northern states
from North Dakota to New York for a distance of more than
4,000 miles. The portion in Hubbard County is complete from
the Cass County border through Paul Bunyan State Forest to
County Highway 4. From there to Itasca State Park, the route
has been identified, but will require a few years to complete. In
Itasca State Park, the trail is ready.

Badoura State Forest:

Classified as limited, there
are no trails or campgrounds in the forest. It does house a state
forest nursery.

Heartland State Trail:

Host to 47 miles of paved bicycle
trail from Park Rapids to Cass Lake. There is also a second
grassy treadway extending 27 miles from Park Rapids to Walker
for horseback riding, mountain biking, hiking, and snowmobiling.

Paul Bunyan State Trail: One-hundred miles of multipleuse trail are in place. The portion running south from the
Heartland State Trail 4 miles east of Akeley to Baxter is paved.
The portion from Bemidji to the Heartland State Trail near Leech
Lake north of Walker is currently unpaved; however, a 12-mile
stretch from Bemidji south to Guthrie may be paved in 2008.

Paul Bunyan State Forest contains 304 acres of white pine, 137
acres of red pine, 53 acres of oak, 43 acres of northern hardwoods,
and 27 acres of black ash that are designated old growth and
protected from harvesting.

www.mndnr.gov/hunting

White-tailed deer, bear, gray wolves, snowshoe
hare, and ruffed grouse can be found in the forest. Furbearers
including fishers, otters, bobcats, coyotes, beaver, and red and
gray fox also call it home. Although the forest is not a major
flyway, migratory waterfowl can be found around the areas
many ponds and bogs in the spring and fall. Many nongame
bird species, including warblers, red-shouldered hawks, and bald
eagles can also be seen in the forest.

Deer hunters in Paul Bunyan State Forest may encounter
new signs which protect unique natural resource values and
provide a balance of user opportunities.
Areas of Limitation are areas within
state forests where the big
Area with
game/trapper exceptions do not
Limitations
apply. Forest lands classified as
Hunter/Trapper
managed or limited are afforded offExemption
Does Not Apply Here
road vehicle and ATV exception
No Motorized
when hunting big game or
Travel
transporting or installing hunting
stands during October, November,
and December, when in possession
of a valid big game hunting license;
retrieving big game in September,
when in possession of a valid big game hunting license;
tending traps during an open trapping season for protected
furbearers, when inpossession of a valid trapping license.
Areas with limitations do not have this general exception.

Forest

MN Statute 84.926 Subd. 5

For up-to-date information, check www.dnr.state.mn.us/
input/mgmtplans/ohv/designation/index.html

 Observe road, route, and trail closures indicated by signs,
barricades, or gates.

B e Sa f e Wi t h C a m p f i r e s!
 Let your fire burn out completely to ashes or
very small coals.
 Drench the fire with water, stir the ashes and coals,
and wet again.
 Make sure any food, plastics, or foil is packed out as
garbage.
 When your fire is extinguished completely, it should
be cold to the touch.

purchased from an approved vendor
kiln-dried, unstained, unpainted dimensional lumber free
of metal or other foreign objects.

Campfires may not exceed 3 feet in diameter, must be
attended at all times, and must be totally extinguished
before leaving the site.

This restriction is in place to protect our forests from harmful
pests that are carried in firewood. For more information
visit www.dnr.state.mn.us/firewood.

Litter or garbage must be properly disposed of in an
authorized garbage disposal container and may not be
burned in a campfire.

Motor Vehicles May NOT Operate:
 In a manner that causes damage to the road, land, or other
natural resources causing erosion, rutting, or that damages
or destroys trees or growing crops.
 On designated nonmotorized trails, unless posted open for
motorized use.

HLVs - Highway-Licensed Vehicles are
allowed on all state forest roads; however, on
minimum maintenance state forest roads,
travel is at your own risk.

Highway Licensed

Vehicles Allowed

 Within the boundaries of an area posted and designated
closed to such use.

Is It Trespassing?

 Without a lighted headlamp and tail lamp at night or during
reduced visibility.

On private land, the simple and best answer is, Ask First! Signs
are posted by the landowners, and they will state, No
Trespassing, or similar words in two-inch letters and the signature
or name and telephone number of the landowner, lessee, or
manager. There can be civil and criminal penalties for violation
of the trespass laws.

 Or construct unauthorized permanent trails.

ATVs May NOT Operate:

For more information on
off-highway riding and
opportunities, visit:

ils
FindTheTra.com

State Highway

Civil penalties start at $50 for first
offense and range up to $500 and
loss of license or registration for a
third offense within three years.
All conservation and peace
officers enforce trespass laws.

 Off of designated signed trails or roads or off unsigned
routes except with valid big game license, furbearer trapping
license, or minnow license as per hunting and trapping
regulations.

Paul Bunyan State Forest - South Unit
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Carry-in Access

 Yield to nonmotorized users and shall shut off their vehicles
when meeting a horse until the horse has passed or until
waved on by the rider or driver of the horse.

ORVs - Off-Road Vehicles are motorized,
recreational vehicles capable of cross-country
travel on natural terrain, such as four-wheeldrive trucks or ATVs over 1,500 pounds.

Dead firewood may only be used on site and may not be
collected for removal from state land.

purchased from the DNR

 Yield the right-of-way to any user already on the road,
route, or trail to be entered or crossed. When two users are
about to enter an otherwise unmarked intersection at
approximately the same time, the user on the right shall
have the right-of-way.

OHMs - Off-Highway Motorcycles are vehicles
traveling on two wheels that have a seat or
saddle designed to be straddled by the operator
and have handlebars for steering control.
Motorcycles may be legal for highway use and
still considered to be OHMs if used for offhighway operation on trails or natural terrain.

Dispersed camping at one location is limited to 14 days.

It is illegal to bring firewood into a state park or state forest
unless it is:

Locations of Minnesotas snowmobile trails have been
mapped for NW, NE, SW, and SE Minnesota and copies
are available from DNR Information Center and other
locations. The same information is available on the DNR
Web site, www.dnr.state.mn.us.

 Stay on the right when meeting or being passed. Pass on
the left only when it is clearly visible and free of oncoming
traffic.

Class 2 ATVs have a total dry weight of
between 900 and 1,500 pounds.

People who disperse camp may not construct permanent
camping structures or cut living trees or place nails,
screws, or other fasteners in a living tree at a campsite.

Minnesota

DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES

 Travel at a reasonable and prudent speed and obey posted
speed limits and parking and traffic regulation signs.

Class 1 ATVs have a total dry weight of less
than 900 pounds.

firewood alert!

Bl ue Sk y Il l ust rat i on & D e si gn

Minnesota
Snowmobile Trails

 Off-highway vehicles, defined as All-terrain vehicles/Offhighway motorcycles (ATVs/ORVs/OHMs), MAY
OPERATE on signed roads and on trails that are designated
and signed for their specific use.

ATVs - All-Terrain Vehicles are motorized, flotation-tired
vehicles with at least three, but no more than six low pressure
tires, with an engine displacement of less than 800 cubic
centimeters.

Disposal of human wastes or animal parts and entrails in
areas used for dispersed camping where no latrine or
holding tank is available shall be accomplished by burying
wastes in the immediate vicinity, at least 150 feet from
a water body, in a manner that does not endanger a water
supply, pollute a surface water, create a nuisance, or
otherwise constitute a hazard to public health and safety.

2007-2008 Season

 Highway licensed vehicles MAY OPERATE on signed
forest roads.

In State Forests Classified as Managed or
Limited ALL Motor Vehicles Must:

Stay on the trails with
the help of orange
reassuring blazers,
which are posted
along the route.

Northwest

Paul Bunyan, Huntersville, and Badoura
State Forests Are Classified as Limited

Not all off-highway motor vehicles can be ridden on all trails.
The following descriptions can help you be certain that what
youre riding is permitted on the trail you choose.

Mantrap Lake Campground

For complete legal information see Minnesota
Snowmobile Safety Laws, Rules, and Regulations,
available from DNR Information Center and DNR
Licensing Bureau.

Please check for trail closures before you leave at:
www.dnr.state.mn.us/trailconditions/index.html

What Are You Riding?

Camping is allowed on state forest lands outside of designated
campgrounds under the following conditions:

0

The DNR is conducting a review of state forests that currently
permit off-highway vehicle use. Following the review, these
forests may be reclassified as either managed, limited,
or closed to OHV use. On this map, none of the state
forests are classified as closed.

Tread lightly on the environment, be courteous to others,
respect private property, and obey the law. By doing these
things you contribute to the positive image of off-highway
vehicle activities.

Mantrap Lake Campground has 38 campsites,
a picnic area, and water access site. Gulch Lake Campground,
located near Nelson Lake, Lake 21, and Bass Lake, provides
camping and picnic sites, water accesses, and hiking trails.
Lake Twenty One Day-Use Area has a picnic area and water
access site.

 Operating a snowmobile while intoxicated
is unlawful.
 50 miles per hour is the maximum legal speed for
snowmobiling on frozen public waters and DNRcontrolled lands (conditions permitting, when no
other restrictions apply).

State forest lands are classified by the commissioner for
purposes of motor vehicle use.

OHV Riding

Camping:

Alcohol, nighttime driving, and high speeds
are the main causes of snowmobile fatalities.
Conservation officers remind snowmobilers:

MOTOR VEHICLE USE
on State Forest Lands

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

dispersed camping

91

www.mndnr.gov/fishing

Authorized Vehicles Only

87

SMOKEY SAYS~

64

For more information on fishing, go to:

State

Huntersville
State Forest

Snowmobile trails are located on forest roads, some of
which are plowed during the winter months for logging
activities. About 50 miles of these trails are groomed
during the winter. All trails in the state forest can be
reached over grants-in-aid trails from Akeley, Nevis, and
the Heartland Trail. These snowmobile trails can be used
for hiking in the summer. Hikers and skiers will also be
interested in the nature- and ski-touring trail located near
Mantrap Lake.

There are no special provisions or
restrictions on fishing or trapping within state forests.
Participants in these activities must have the proper license
and abide by the same rules and seasons as anywhere else
in the state.

who enjoy using off-highway vehicles (OHVs) for trail riding,
off-road transportation, competition, and other activities.
Your attitude toward your surroundings and your behavior
as a rider affect the attitudes of other outdoor users,
landowners, and lawmakers.

Wildlife:

Snowmobile Trails

Fishing, Trapping

Welcome. You are part of a growing number of people
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Several miles of minimum
maintenance forest roads are open to Class I and II ATVs, OHMs,
and ORVs.

State Park: One of Minnesotas premier state parks
Management Activities: Timber harvesting, reforestation, Itasca
is partially located in Hubbard County. Recreational opportunities

History: Millions of board feet of white and red pine were
cut from the forest in the early 1900s. The Red River Lumber
Company had purchased most of the land and timber and
constructed a sawmill in 1898 on Eleventh Crow Wing Lake at
what is now the city of Akeley. At first the company had four
to five logging camps, but after 1908, it had eight to 10 camps
with 4,000 to 5,000 men on the payroll. A logging railroad,
started in 1902, extended to Lake Alice Township within a
quarter-mile of Itasca State Park by 1915. Many of the present
forest roads are old logging railroad beds, such as Spur I and the
Gulch Lake forest trail. In 1915 the Red River Logging Company
moved its operations to California. Small operators with portable
sawmills came into the territory and cut the remainder of the
merchantable timber, leaving the area by 1920. The logging
days of Hubbard County had lasted 20 years.

Mississippi Headwaters
State Forest

County Trail System:

Hunting in state forests is allowed during
the appropriate season and with the
correct license. State forests do contain private holdings
within their boundaries, many of which are signed no
hunting. Hunting on private land within a state forest is
subject to state trespass laws.
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Bemidji Area Forest Supervisor
2220 Bemidji Avenue
Bemidji, MN 56601
218-308-2065

© 2008, State of Minnesota, Department of
Natural Resources  Printed on recycled paper
with a minimum of 30 percent post-consumer
waste with soy ink.
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Park Rapids Area Forest Supervisor
607 West 1st Street
Park Rapids, MN 56470
218-732-3309 or 218-732-3330

EMERGENCY SERVICE - DIAL 911
Law Enforcement
Hubbard County Sheriff
Park Rapids, MN 56470
218-732-3331
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Gulch Lake Campground
Lake Bemidji State Park
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St. Paul, MN 55155-4040

Stea

Spur II

For More Information

Forest

at

bo

am

Kabekona

SCALE IN MILES

34

in
Ri gobe
ve
r e

State Forest

Hunting

CASS CO

Year Created:

105,000 acres

Sh

Paul Bunyan

Size:

HUBBARD CO

About the Forest

